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FROM  THURSDAY  JANUARY  II,  TO  THURSDAY JANUARY  18.

1710.2

Parva momenta in spem metumque impelhtnt auimos?

HOPES are natural to most men, especially to sanguine
complexions, and among the various changes that
happen in the course of public affairs, they are seldom with-
out some grounds : Even in desperate cases, where it is im-
possible they should have any foundation, they are often
affected, to keep a countenance, and make an enemy think
we have some resource which they know nothing of. rThis
appears to have been for some months past the condition of
those people, whom I am forced, for want of other phrases,
to called the ruined party. They have taken up since their
fall, some real, and some pretended hopes. When the E. of
S[underlan]d was discarded, they hoped her M[ajesty] would
proceed no farther in the change of her ministry, and had
the insolence to misrepresent her words to foreign states.
They hoped^ nobody durst advise the dissolution of the
Parliament. When this was done, and further alterations
made at Court, they hoped and endeavoured to ruin the
credit of the nation. They likewise hoped that we should
have some terrible loss abroad, which would force us to un-
ravel all, and begin again upon their bottom. But, of all
their hopes, whether real or assumed, there is none more
extraordinary than that which they now would seem to place
their whole confidence in : that this great turn of affairs was
only occasioned by a short madness of the people, from

1                                    No. 24 in the reprint.   [T. S.J

2                                  /.*. 1710-11.   [T. S.]

3                                          "The merest trifles affect our spirits, and fill us with hope or fear."
[T. S,]
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